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L.A. boxoffice 


‘Shining’ cuts off ‘Hand’ 


By Duane Byrge 

20th Century Fox’s “Shining 
Through” dislodged Buena Vista’s 
“The Hand That Rocks the Cra- 
dle” from the top spot at the local 
boxoffice. In its opening weekend, 
the World War II romantic drama 
grossed $348,871 on 28 area 
screens. The Michael Douglas- 
Melanie Griffith starrer averaged a 
high-powered $12,460 per venue. 

Despite losing its top ranking, 
“The Hand That Rocks the Cra- 
dle” finished a solid second, rock- 
ing $280,485 in 27 area cribs for a 
still-leggy $10,388 per venue. 

Universal’s “Fried Green Toma- 
toes” continued to perform well. 
Finishing third, the film totaled 
$259,496 over the weekend in 27 
theaters, or $9,611 per outing. 

Fox also cracked the top five 
with “Grand Canyon,” which 
scored fourth. Taking in $161,899 
over the three-day weekend, the 
Lawrence Kasdan film averaged 
$6,476 per 25 local screens. 


Warner Bros.’ “JFK” grossed 
$133,217 for a fifth-place finish. 
The Kevin Costner starrer aver- 
aged $5,329 in 25 area sites. 

Buena Vista’s “Father of the 
Bride” claimed the sixth position 
with a $123,758 weekend gross. 
The Steve Martin starrer averaged 
$5,157 per 24 area plays. 

Finishing in a near dead heat for 
No. 7 were Columbia’s “The Prince 
of Tides” and Buena Vista’s “Beau- 
ty and the Beast.” “Prince of Tides” 
totaled $114,952 on 26 screens, or 
$4,421 per, while “Beauty and the 
Beast” wooed $114,310 on 22 
screens, or $5,196 per. 

TriStar notched the ninth and 
10th positions with “Bugsy” and 
“Hook” finishing in respective or- 
der. “Bugsy” garnered $106,256 in 
24 casinos, or $4,427 per, while 
“Hook” snared $97,896 in 24 sites, 
or $4,079. 

Among new releases, Colum- 
bia’s “Hard Promises” opened 
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with a lackluster $45,038 on 22 
area screens, or $2,047 per, while 
Trimark’s “Into the Sun” debuted 
with essentially the same unim- 
pressive numbers: $45,252 in 20 
venues, or $2,263 per. 

Triton’s “Alan & Naomi,” open- 
ing on four area screens, grossed 
$13,379, or $3,345 per. 

Performing impressively in se- 
lect-site play was Miramax’s 
“Hear My Song,” which grossed 
$35,741 in four sites, or $8,935 per. 

In single plays, Orion Classics’ 
“Europa Europa” grossed an aus- 
picious $13,907 at the Royal. □ 


